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RANGOLI
TILAKCHAND LODAYA (Chennai) Email :ourbrotherhood@yahoo.co.in Mob.: 099406 36646

As per the tradition, during Diwali, many
home makers draw nice Rangolies in the
lobbies of the flats in our apartments. It is
an act of self motivation done with the spirit
of celebration for the sheer joy of it. Some
of them are elegant and attractive. They put
in lot of efforts in gathering the needed
materials. On one floor the Rangoli drawn
was excellent. The precision of the lines, the
colour combination and filling of the colours
was perfect. Two artists must have spent
atleast an hour or so. After taking few snaps
they happily went inside their flat.

Seeing so many excellent rangolies, a
flat owner got a sudden idea to award prizes
to the respective rangoli artists as an
incentive and a recognition. A hurried
meeting was held in his flat by few flat
owners. He must not have imagined how his
creative idea will become a hot issue of a
debate. Somebody said that “many rangolies
are drawn by the maids and how and why
their employers can be given a prize.” Alady
member argued that “the prize should be
only to the rangolies using colours and not
flower petals and food grains.” “The judges
should be from outside to avoid any
partiality,” argued one of the flat owners.
Another raised her voice and pleaded that, “
if prizes were to be awarded, it should have
been announced well in advance.” After an
hour’s discussion, the flat owner who got the
idea of giving prizes at his cost, withdrew
his proposal in disgust, totally crest fallen.
But he realised that giving prizes in social
outfits is laudable , but, but they create many
unintended permanent misunderstandings
unless they are selected in a planned
manner.

Though the lobbies are reasonably
spacious, one has to walk carefully to avoid
any brush with big Rangolies. A maid
servant of a neighboring flat, who came out
of the lift crossed the Rangoli carefully. In
spite of the precaution her toe touched a
small portion of the Rangoli and about 1%
of the area of the Rangoli got disturbed. As
the things would have it, the flat owner lady,

who had drawn the Rangoli opened the flat
door and saw this happening. And for this
riot of colours riot of temper erupted. All sorts
of verbal abuses were hurled at in spite of a
repeated apology. The maid was in tears.
Hearing this scuffle the lady of the flat where
the maid servant was working came out. She
also scolded the maid. But, at the same
time, defended her telling the neighbor that
it was unintentional. This resulted in an
altercation between both the neighbors.
Other lady owners on the same floor came
out and pacified the matter. Rang me Bhang
ho gaya.

With all the ruckus and bad
interpersonal relationships, when the
sweeper came next day morning and asked
the creator of the rangoli, she readily
ordered it to be swept off. Within few
seconds the rangoli was a thing of the past.
Anger often gives small things a big shadow
and contracts by number of times the size
of our joy.

Was isn’t anincident where a mountain
was made out of a mole. On the canvass of
joy and festivity of Diwali, colours of anger
and bad blood were painted. A Rangoli,
whose life was not more than 24 hours,
spoiled the long term relations of the
neighbors. Most probably the bitter memory
of this rangoli will remain etched in the
memory of the affected parties. No doubt it
is human to get angry or irritated when such
things do happen. But could this hyper
reaction and tantrums been avoided with a
better response. When a needle would have
served the purpose why use a sword. Don’t
we sweat a small stuff and make life
miserable.

The artists know the life span of their
rangolies. Still they put in their best in
drawing them. Harmony of lines, spaces and
colours inspire springs of joys in human life.
The rangolies motivate human beings to put
their best in their short lives and enhance
the colours of the rainbows of their lives.
Ultimately, the purpose of our life is to create
a purpose for it.
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